Identification of rabbit uterine cervical procollagenase activator as rabbit matrix metalloproteinase 3 (stromelysin).
1. We previously reported an endogenous activator of procollagenase from the culture medium of rabbit uterine cervical fibroblasts (Ishibashi et al. (1987) Biochem. J. 241, 527-534). 2. Similar activator was also purified and characterized from rabbit synovial fibroblasts (Vater et al. (1983) J. biol. Chem. 258, 9374-9382), but its mode of activation of procollagenase was reported to be different from that of purified activator from uterine cervical fibroblasts. 3. Here we report the comparative studies of the two activators of procollagenase and demonstrate that they are identified as matrix metalloproteinase 3 (stromelysin) by their immunological and functional criteria. The specific role of the activator in procollagenase activation is also described.